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Garry Pond, PresidentOntario Command

Provincial Track and Field Meet Brampton, ON July 2019

It was an honour to present medals at {
Ontario Provincial Tack and Field Meet
in Brampton, Ontario this July. | had neve
been to a provinciaheet andvas excited
to see firsthand how the Legion can p

off such an extraordinary event. b
Through heroic support from Provincie e
Headquarters staff and volunteershatse |
provincial games, it showcased t
steppingstonefor future athletes.

The Legion Tack & Field Program/|
provides the only local, distrigbrovincial
and national stepping stones for 17 and
year old athletes. One thought: how do v

get more fanilies of these young people to become Legion members?




Assistant ExecutiveDirector Juanita Kempg s
and Provincial Executive Director of Ontari
Command, Pamela Sweeny -

Theylook after recording the medal winnerg
calling the athletes to the poditand making
sure the SEOOG6s tha
medals giving the right ones to the righ
athlete \

District F BBQ, Brighton ON July 2019

The music, food and comradeship was-stop at
the 2019 version of the District F BBQ

Every year DistrictF puts on a BBQ, complete
with washer toss, live band and pothkusupper.
Linda & | enjoyed the competition this year, and
unfortunately for her, there is only one winner.
Campers abounded as the revelers occupied the
back yard of Greg Kobdland Pam Sweny. If

you can, finagle an invitation in 2020.

Dominion Track and Field Meet, Cape
Breton University, Sydney, NS Aug 2019

Cape Breton University, Sydney Nova :
Scotia was the backdrop for the Ro
Canadian Legion's Dominion Track
Field meet for 2R0. The hospitality was
exceptionaland the athleteall looked like
they were having a ball.
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PAC/Warriors Day Weekend Aug 2019
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P.A.C is always a time for good Legion business, and good Legion camaraderie. The spouses who follow
around have a lot to do with our level of enjoyment at all our Legion outivigsire hankfulfor all the spouses
who support us. Hereenare, off thdus from our outing at the CNE and the Warriors Day Parade.
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Ruck March: Road to Recovery 2019

Mid September saw 4 days of dedicated
rucking (going from A to B with only a
rucksack) by 5 men and one woman as they
made their way from Lagn Branches in
Port Credit, to Georgetown, to Guelph, to
Lynden and the final stop, Burlington.

Ruckers get ready for the road, heading
from Guelph to Lynden ON, 40 km away

Linda and | made Milton our camping

home base, and journeyed to the different
branches as the ruckers arrived. All
branches along the way provided a roof for
their heads, hot food for their belly, and
warm comradeship for their hearts. The
goal was to rae money and awareness for

Veterans living on the street. All fund$50,000- were directed towards Ontario Command's program, Leave

the Streets Behind.

Friends and family members were invited to join in at the last kilometer. Lending support are Past Presid
Sharon McKeown, President Garry Pond, and Ist Vice President Diexatle.
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Veterans House Ribbon Cutting, Ottawa, Sept 16, 2019

Provincid Command and District G were excited to

@ attend the cornerstone laying ceremony for Veteran's
f | House, Ottawa, ON. Long in the planning and with many
sponsors- the Legion beinga main supporter-
construction finally began on one solution to getting
Veterars off the street.

Garry Pond and Dave Gordon slip a lucky loonie into the
cornerstone for the new Veteran's House

Buckhorn Lake Oct 4-6, 2019- Veteran and First Reponders OSI Couples Retreat

The purpose of our visit to Buckhorn Lake, w
to observe and participate in the weekend e
sponsored by Heroes Mending on the Flgn
organization who received funding from Ontar
Command. Linda and | were just one of@ber
couples and volunteershw attended this retre
for Operational Streskjury Veterans and thei
spouses.

The goal of Heroes Mending on the Fly is
provide a soft landing fo¥eterans- an escape
from the everyday stresses of living with anlO
injury, "and forget about life for a while" (Bill
Joel).

The weekend was filled with lessons on fly fishing, tying flies, boat tours, foraging lessons, and even playing t
drums. All fishing boat, fishing gear, accommodations, forefreshments, pisentationswvood for the campfire,
wereall providedat no cost to the Veterans and their spouses. Through the extraordinary generosity of those w
support this eventi.e. provided their goodwillgoods and services for freeur money is well spenErom what

we observed, both Linda and | agree that the couples retreats for iMgtexdns andheir spouses, sponsored

by Heroes Mending on the Fly, is worthy of the support from Ontario Command.
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Sunnybrook Veterans Hospital, First Poppy Oct 22, 2019

Lieutenant Governor of Ontario, Elizabeth
Dowdeswell received the First Poppy
from Comrade Richard Radcliff

The Acton Branch hosted the Remembrance Day Veterans
Dinner, and invited Ontario Command tay a wreath.

| e Comrades Loesje Kutasienski and Kati Legge accormgdan
> %'Y* me in the parade. Their tradition is to carry the wreaths while
!:-,', you march, creating a colourfphoto opportunity.

Remembrance Day Sunnybrook, Nov2019

It was a snowy day oNov 11th, buthatdid not thwart the 50,000, (K8
flags planted by volunteers for the Veterans to see whienwvoke EE
up. Shown with Deputy District B Commander Jack Gemmell ;'.’f;y;- ,
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PEC Nov 2019

The spouses at PEC enjoyed
an outing to the local brewery.
The opportunitiesa socialize
with all the PEC participants
abounded all weekend.

Enjoying the brew: Sharon
Crown, Sue McKittrick, Linda
Barton, Barb Goebel, Trish
Moore

SEOs & Ladies Auxiliary Joint Meeting and Christmas Party, Aurora/Newmarket

After dining out at the
Newmarket Legion, SEOs an
Ladies Auxiliary SEOs and
their spouses congregated in t
hospitality room at the
Newmarket Best Western fo
Christmas festivities.

The first 6 months of my role
has been busy and ve
fulfilling. Working with all the
SEQO's, District Commanders
Zone CommandersProvincial
HQ staff and Provincial
Chairmen, we strived to
improve our chain of command@
communications and make the work done by our volunteers have meaning for our Veterans.

Looking forwardto makinga difference with you in 2020.

In comradeship
Garry
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Derek Moore, I Vice-President
Comrades All.
Again, | would like to thank you all for electing me as yotir P Ontario

Command It fills me with great pride in being able to servestbommand
andall its members in this capacity.

Six months in and what a whirlwinthas beerso far. At the very beginning s
| asked newly elected President Garry to keep me informed, | wanted to '
what he knew. Well, that was a mistake, emails @orikt, the only thing |
am kept in the dark about are pendingidet111sfor obvious reasons as |
may be called upon to Chair an Appeals Committee at some time. As fc
rest, comrades we have a fftwork to do At the topof the to do listis
TRAINING, especially at the branch level. i

| appreciate the help and the sincerity when a commaiéng a Branch
Election volunteers his/her name to fill a vacant spot either as a Senior E
Branch Officer or on the Executive Committee. A very noble gestdeed |
but one that has very little immediate effect on the future of the Branc
involved, unless that comrade is prepared to buckle down and learn the ways of the Legion, learn t
responsibilities of the position taken, read the manuals, attend ssmimakshops and conventions, no small
undertaking for possibly someone that has never ddiedore.

Comradesfor those of usvho have been around farwhileandpossesshat knowledgeit is our responsibility
to stepup and share that knowledgehvihose that are willing to learn and are prepared to make that commitmen
to move up the @der of succession when required.

Comrades | don't want to scare anyone who is considering moving up, if you take into consideration that in

year2000,| becane President of my home Branch, Br.#134 Mount Folekas taken mé&9 yeardo reachthe

position | am in now, learning something nevery day.

l ‘ Here are a few of the things I've been up to smaeProvincial
Convention aNiagara Falls in May:

May 15". Dedication of Vimy Oak at Victoria Cross Public
School, Mount Forest.

May 29". Br.#573 Donnybrook, awards for Emma Cervinka,
Dominion Winner Senior Colour Poster.

May 29". Wing #895 Air Cadet Squadron Annual Inspection &
Awards.

May.3% - June 29, ZC's & DC's Workshops, Aurora.

June T. OFSAA Meet, Guelph, Legion Information Bbot

June 2122, Prov. Chairman's Meetings, Aurora.

June 2%. CF SubCommittee Meeting, Aurora.

July 1213". Prov. T & F Meet, Brampton.
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July 27". Cadet League ang8nsor Appreciation Day, Blackdown Camp, Borden.

July 3F'-Aug.1%. Meetings at Prov. €.

Aug. 1618". Finance Meeting/Warriors Day/Admin. Meeting.

Sept. 1315". Ruck March, Guelph & Burlington.

Sept. 1718". Provincial Convention 2021 Site Inspectidlarth Bay.

Sept. 26215 85". Anniversary. Br#261 Tecumseh.

Sept. 2728". VSS & Spots Meetings, Aurora.

Oct. 56™". 90". Anniversary Br.# 161 Bracebridge &'75Anniversary LA.

Oct. 20". Dist. C Convention, Br.#183 Kincardine.

Oct. 23%. 7pm. Zoon Meeting, T & F.

Wellington County Museum Remembrance Dedication.

Nov. 811". Remembrance Dinner, Church, two Remembrance Services in two locations.
Nov. 1517". PEC Aurora/Zone Commanders Workshop.

Nov. 18". Sponsor Appreciation, Charitable Foundatiteaford Hospitall.

Nov. 22", Patron's Reception, Queens Park, Toronto. Liemte@Governor, Honourable Elizabeth Dowdeswell.
Nov. 2930". SEO/LA Meeting, Aurora.

Some of the gaps were filled in with local Zone and District Council and Conventionsneffidial visits and
presentations which | am always glad to accept.

Derek Moae
15t VP Ontario Command

Derek Moore, Provincial Cadet Liaison 54
Officer6 s Report

| considered myself very fortunate to be t
next Prov. Cadet Liaison Officer for Ontari
Command. To me it was a natural foll@m
from my 4 years as Prov. Youthducation
Chairman, still involved with our youth.

| also took on the roll at my own branch as tH
Branch Cadet Liaison Officer to our Win{
#895 Air Cadet Squadron in Mount Forest —
keep me involved at a different level.




In the past | had attendlenany of the League & Sponsor Appreciation Days at Blackdown Camp in Camp Bordet
so | was quite familiar with what the camp had to offer for the cadets and had the opportunitthesrsea
parade many times. This year my invite to Blackdown was a iittee personal, | was there to speak and
represent our Command. This y@&aevent took place on July'272019, a very pleasant day, a little cloud, not
too hot but quite comfortahlétook my seat in the centre of the viewing area with the gilests from the Navy
League, Army and Air Cadets and the camp CO's. There wasn't quite as many cadets on parade as usu
account about 500 had been on the square the night before andiveeréhe day off, plus a bus load were
stranded at another tramg facility because the bus broke down. Nevertheldss 900 on parade did not
disappoint, as always, very sharp, precise, and clean. This year though as part of my responsibilithes | had
honour of inspecting a corps of cadets on the parade squittie,reerve wracking as all of them looked so sharp
and every move they made was done with precision. When finished up next at the podium to present my
short speech, all went ratheell.

The camp changed things up a little this year after & slsit and a video presentation which was new, we broke
for lunch, which was served in the cadet mess, so we got to eat at the same time as the cadets. They did h
separate dining ardat we shared that table with a select group of young cadegrsfiiho sat the opposite side

of the table, this made for a very interesting lunch, a one on one conversation with some of their finest. Af
lunch we continued on our tour of the camp nafsivhich | had seen many times before but never tire of it,
always something a little different each time. All in all a very nice day, they are all to be congratulated again f
being exemplary hosts.

With my newfound cadet contactdhave been able tanswer 23 different questions regarding cadets hopefully
to everyne's satisfaction. It is hoped | will be able to use those same contacts next September to drum up st
cadet support for the 2020 Ruck March.

| did receive an invite to this ydard\ir Cadet League AGM and Conference, held at the Sheraton Parkway,
Toronto North, but alas | had to graciously decline at it fell on the weekend of PEC in Aurora. Generally it is n
the same weekend so here's hoping next year | will be able to go.

In comradesip
Derek Moore
Prov. Cadet Liaison Officer
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Brian Harris, Provincial Vice-President Provincial Poppy Trust Chairman

Greetings Comrades, | would like to start by thanking you all once
for your support this past May and having confidemceme tobe one o
your three VicePresidents, | am truly honoured. | also want to thg
President Garry Pond for appointing me Provincial Poppy Chair. As |
| also sit on the Provincial Property Committee, so it is very busy, a
am loving it! I honedy believe the work we do is so important and equa

rewarding. o

Since May | have had the opportunity to make one official visit, to Dist |
D and enjoyed their meetings as well as their hospitality. | was also I
enough to spend a half day at my ogamvenion in District A and it was
a great pleasure to see my comrades from tie#m even though it wag
all too shortAlso, | attended Warriors Day in Toronto along with the ma
meetings as required by my position and committees. '

The duties and responsiliidis of the Provincial Poppy Chair far exceed
what some may think is a short window of activity prior to and following the Poppy campaign, it is most definitel
ayearlongeffort. To date we have processed over 1100 Special dseskthis takes considetaltime to review

and approve, and | am happy to announce the approval rate is just over 85% on the first submission. Those
dondt get approved on the first attempt usng theé | vy
average up to appxonately 95%. The reason for denials is usually trying to donate Poppy Trust Funds ftc
organizations or projects that are not allowed within the Poppy Manual. Great job by all branches raising fur
and getting them distributed ¢oir Veterans and their depdents as well as the community or health care facilities
and projects that are permitted. At the writing of this report | do not have Poppy Campaign dollar figures, b
from initial reports | would have to say most brancheontep another successfulngpaign, thanks to the
generosity of the public.

This year something that has me very concerned was the unauthorized reproduction of our Poppy image. Whe
at a home shop, commercial endeavor or even large internationalr@aes)maur protected Poppyage is being
reproduced without permission and the monies are not going to Royal Canadian Legion Poppy Trust Funds.
must all take a stand and help to report and stop this

practice. Do not support these companies and re.. .~

them, please. Any reproducticof the Poppy image —
must be approved by Dominion Command in advars,
no exceptions. These companies are even so bold =
reproduce our Legion crest and market it on golf, c%
shirts and other products. Again, do not suppuese -
companies.

This Remenbrance Day was a cold and snowy affair f‘ﬁ,‘
London, I had the honour to lay the first Legion wredSSaa ase
of the ceremony escorted by Zone A6 Comman}” ScAtes
Randy Warden. Later in the dawe held anotherg#s ;




t

ceremony at Parkwood Institute four Veteran residents ingdhwarmth and comfort of the main auditorium;
was and always is a special ceremony.

Living in London and having Parkwood Institute literally in my back yard (I can walk there in 15 minutes) | hav
had several meetings Withe staff to find out howe can improve our attention and care for our Veterans who
reside within, provide more comfort, especially in the area of visitations as well as participating in the mat
programs they provide. One of the special moments ewanyig our Christmas mormrvisit. Every year since
1945 Legionnaires and friends have visited the Veteran residents of Parkwood to make sure every single
receives a Christmas gift chosen by them, some goodies, and some joy. Cadet Corps, Nav1l &auiEe
Battalion, Sard Claus of course and Legionnaires from all over SW Ontario attend, many of us have made thi
family tradition bringing our families with us before we go back home to celebrate the day.

In conclusion | wish to thank the Ontario Command staff that perfor m such a fantastic job and are
dedicated way past their assigned duties. Special nod to Lisa Dinsmore and Hailey Pacitto who are so

vital to my Poppy Trust Chair duties, than k you ladies . | want to thank the thousands of Legion Volunteers
whocarryoutou mi ssion. A very special thank you to ou

organization. As we are all volunteers and from time to time our duties can become vewy amersy our
patience and resolve, remember our responsibilities far the men and women who never quit. Our
responsibilities are important, vital and very much required. There is help when you require help, we have
outstanding organization, filleditlh dedicated volunteers and staff. As one of my personal memizagsatold

me when | was feeling frustrated, fALegionnaires
get the job doned. Comrades | etbdbs continue, to g¢

Wishing you good health and happiness
Brian Harris
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Lynn MccClellan, Provincial Vice-President, Provincial Youth Education Chairman

Comrades, | can't begin to tell you how much | am enjoying this new pos*‘ s
as Provincial VicePresident along with chairing the Provincial You ' :
Education committee. We aready six months into this term and the tin
is flying by. Our first meeting of the Youth Ed. Committee took place in J
and it was very productive. We are privileged toehagreat group of District
chairmen, Zone chairmen, and particularly Branchrofen on board and |
look forward to the successful completion of this years literary and pc
competitions soon. Our public speaking competitions will take place ir
newyear. | would also once again thank committee secretary Aida Kos
and immedite past chairman Derek Moore for their assistance and guid
in learning this new position. What a challenge indeed.

As a VicePresident| must say that the experience s has been ar
education. Sitting on the Provincial Property committee is istieig to say
the least. Being asked to be a member of Appeal committees dealinc
Article III's is also very challenging although | wish therasn't a need for
them in thdirst place. The review process of the annual Branch inspection forms contirngsthe current focus

as we (Provincial Officers, District and Zone Commanders) assist Branches who are struggling either financie
or administratively in hopes that theylvbe successful in their operations.

| have also enjoyed all of the travetlirand the comradeship that | have received during the year whether it be
Provincial meetings, Warrior's Day parade, honours and awards presentations or attending varictis Dist
conventions. Thank you to all who have made Darlene and | feel so welcome.

Finally, let me just say what a thrill it is to serve this organization. It's a daily learning experience and | can't thil
of a better way to honour our veterans than to belwed in this capacity. There are so many programs that the
Legion provides to ar veterans and our communities and | am so proud to be a small part of it. Thank you to ¢
of you, our Command staff and my fellow SEOs for making this experience so memorabl

On behalf of my wife Darlene and our family may | wish all of you a veryr/i€hristmas and a safe, healthy,
and prosperous New Year.

Lynn McClellan
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Pam Davidson, VicePresident Provincial Bursary Chairman
Fellow Comrades,

| wish to take this opportunity to thank District A Commander Mark Rog
District B Conmander Dianne Condon and the districts for their hospita
and friendship at their Distric
and meet new ones.

At the District A Convention | was honoured to assist District

Commander Mark Roger®etrdia Br. 216 President Dennis Laker ar
Vice-President Dominion Command Brian Weawasrwe presentedone

A4 Commander Laura Nicholls with her MSM

| was then honouredo help present
Vice-President Dominion Comman
Brian Weaver with his Palm laé¢.
Pictured: Zone A2 Commander Da
Gray, Provincial VicePresident Pam
Davidson, VicePresident Dominion
Command Brian Weaver receiving h
Palam Leaf, District ACommander|
Mark Rogers, Immediate Past Zone Ag
Commander Gayle Brown.

Congratulations to each of the
recipients on all theihard work in the
Royal Canadian Legion.

In comradeship
Pam Davidson
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Ron Goebel, Chairman Ontario Command Chairman of our Ontario

Command Military Service Recognition Book program

Comrades.

cold snowy days we have had so far, you were wishing that summe
still here. For my wife Barb and |, it stik ias by the time you receive thi
bulletin from our Editor of our Provincial Command NewsgttRoy |
Eaton, we will be enjoying winter in sunny Florida.

program along with my duties as your Provincial Chairmarfadh a lot
of my time since the beginning of June, has been taken up with our M =
program. This of course included finalizing our Volume VI for publicatf
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We unfortunately encountered a few more distribution
problems this year than in previous years, and most of
the problems were due to having incorrect delivery
addesses for Branches. This resulted in District
Commanders and Zone Commanders to become
involved to ensure that all Branches received their
supply of our books. This problem hopefully will be
rectified for next year as we plan on sending out our
distribution listing to our District Commanders prior to
sending the list on to our publisher for veréition of all
addresses through their Zone Commanders.

We also still continue to receive emails and telephone
calls into our Provincial Headquarters regarding the
authenticity of the sales efforts of quublisher, Fenety
Marketing. In most cases, the ptem stems from
Branches either not being aware of our program, or the
Branch not informing their members, staff and
Executive members about our program and thessa
calls that are made by our publisher.

Despite the problems we have encountered, our
Remembrance MSRB program has been a huge
success. To date, we have published a total of
4323 submissions in the first six volumes of our

books. And as of the writing of this report, we have 376 submissions for publication in Volume #7. There
is a need though to continually promote our program within our Branches and for them to recognize
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Veterans within their communities through submissions for : )
publication in our books of Remembrance. Please remember that L2 Y101
submissions are published in our books on a first come, first served ONTARIO COMMAND
basis. So, the sooner a Branch sends their submissions to our -
Coordinators, the sooner they will be published.

Since June, | have also been involved in several other events which
included several at my own Branch in Carleton Place. On July 6™,
my wife Barb and | attended the annual District F BBQ at the home
of Greg Kobold and Pam Sweeny in Brighton and as always, had a
great time. So did our Provincial President Garry as he ended up
winning the annual washer toss tournament.

In August, we were off to Newmarket and Aurora for our annual ] {
Provincial Finance Committee meeting Friday evening August 16™, e 3y Ry A
Warriors Day Parade at the C.N.E. on Saturday, and our P.A.C. |SRteaE L CUR L R
meeting on Sunday, August 18th. Although the Warriors Day
Parade was held up somewhat due to rain and the chance of thunder and lightning, we did manage to
start on time, but due to the rain, the forming up for the parade unfortunately became a bit disorganized.
But it was still a great parade and always proud to be involved in it.

Volume VI

The following weekend, | spent the day in Almonte, Ont. attending the Provincial Washer Toss
Tournament as the Provincial Representative.

This year, in the Singles event final, it was Brandon Wheater of the Brigadier O.M. Martin Branch 345
in Scarborough in District D who was the winner. In the Doubles Phil Pyne and Greg Dicario from
Hespeler Branch 272 in District C emerged as the winners.

SR — T |
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Il n October, my wi fe Barb a
wil dernesso, El | i ot ttedtb attensl the
District H Fall Council Meeting as the Provincial Representati
The meeting was well conducted and there was much discus
and debate that took place throughout the meeting when va
Committee Reports were being given. The Coumtdeting
broke just before lunch for a brief and solemn wreath la
ceremony at their Cenotaph just a short block away from
Branch. The Council Meeting adjourned just before 3 p.m.
after freshening up it was back to the Branch for the eveijsi
barmguetwhere | gave my Provincial presentation. — i

Like most of you, Barb and | were involved with our annual Poppy Campaign at my home Branch in Carleton
Place. As Chairman of our Annual Remembrance Day Parade and Ceremony, | was also kept busy for our
annual November 11" events. | trust that everyone had a most successful Poppy Campaign.

On the 15™ of November, we were off to attend

our annual P.E.C. meeting in Aurora and the
annual Presidentds dinn
busy weekend, but also an enjoyable weekend.

Two weeks later, on November 30", we were
back to Aurora once again for our annual
combined S.E.O. meeting and Finance
Meeting. This though is always a fun type
weekend as we not only attend meetings but
have a bit of cheer celebrating Christmas with
our L.A. counterparts and our partners. Once
again, it was a real fun weekend. Early Sunday
morning, Barb and | were off to winter in
Florida.
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Barb and | wish all of you a very Merry Christmas and nothing but the best in 2020. May you enjoy safe
travels and good health, and may you continue to work in the best interests of our Veterans, their
families and your Branch. Comrades, we will Remember them.

In comradeship
Ron Goebel

Ron Crown, Vice-Chairman, Ontario Command.

| would like to hank my fellowcomrades for electing me to once age
act as your Vice&Chairman | alsoextend mythanks to President Garr
Pond for reappointing me to be the Chairman of the Resolut
Committee.

In August | attended the Finance meeting and was hombtogarade |
in the Warriors Day Parade and the next day attended the Administ
Committee meeting.

Il n early October | was asked ,
to present a Fundraising Semimartt he Br anch Pr e
at ther convention. It was well received, and | have had feedback f
several attendees. A

| reviewed 17 resolutions for presentation at the PEC meetim
November and helped Chair the PEC meeting along with @hair
Comrade Ron Goebel.

| attended the Finaecmeeting, the joint SEO meeting with the Ladies Auxiliary and the SEO meeting in
December.

| would like to thank the office staff at Ontario Command for all the assistance they so freely give to me.
Sharomand | would like to wish everyone a Merry Chimsis and all the Best in 2020!

In sincerecomradeship,

Ron Gown

I wear a little poppy, As red as red can be,

To show that I remember, Those who fought for me.
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Sharon McKeown, Immediate Past President, Provincial Property Committee Chairman

Greetingscomrades,
A reminder to branches when anticipatiklgY property related expenseexcess ‘* \ _ '
of $10,000, or a contract, such as a lease, to first review pages 92 to 96
Ontario Command Officersd Manual ‘

If you have questions, speak to your Zone Commanwdaw,in turn, would take
their questions to the District Commander.thfe District Commander ha:
guestions, they are to contact the Provincial Committee Chairman. Br
members should use their Branch President as first resource. This process
Chan of Command, is the same for all committees. Yowoperation in
following it would be appreciated.

HaaNe

ma‘ &

Some people question what exactly is property? Briefly, property includes t
not limited to a Legion building and the ground it sits Ghanges of my kind,
permanent or temporary, in or about, inside or outsideuldithg, on grounds adjacent or offsite, anythlng on
any property belonging to the branch, that will cost in excess of $10,000, must have the approval of the Provin
Property Committe®EFORE a letter of intent, a memorandum of understanding, a cordgfamte form or
another is signed!

Our Committee is fortunate to have on our team, ComsrBdere Gordon, with his years of experience as
Executive Director and Dave MacDonald, our cdtasu from Charlottetown, both with their excellent memories,
to advse and guide.

The Provincial Property Committee has met with several developers over the past few years, some more crec
than others. If branches are approached by property devgl@pesenting visions of grandeur, you might want
to know if OntariocCommand has had exposure to the developer, prior to discussions or negotiations of any sc
Branches are autonomous, should the membership choose Joe Blgw {9

shingle a wind damaged mpdo install new HVAC systems, or replace the
floors, as long agprocedure has been followed, though we might war
caution, we wonodt prevent movi ng

Another reminder, insurance brokers each Spring and Fall remind us to
the branch roothecked for signs of wear and tear. If it looks bad to you, f
theground, its worse up close! Please have a professional inspect! A ¢
thaw or good rain can do extensive and costly interior damage. Keep a
on the ceil i ng.noughtinswamae &sNOTbaemaiaténan
contract.

In closing, from myFamily to Yours, a verfJERRY CHRISTMASanda
Happy, Healthy, Prosperous 2020!
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Pamela Sweeney, Executive Director

As Christmas is fast approachistgff at Provincial Headquarters a
like busy elves making certain the loose ends are beingpibdfare
the holidays begin. Our offices will be closed at end of day Friq
December 20, 2019 and reopen on Januar920).2

The staff at Provincial Headquarters have enjoyed working with
of you this year as you embarked on new ventures as nexdied|
Zone Commanders, District Commanders, Senior Elected Offi
and Standing Committee Chairman. Staffdhandertakerio assist
you with Bursary Applications, Charitable Foundation Applicatio
Track & Field, Remembrance Activities, Youth Educatdre t e r
License Pl ates, Poppy Speci a
Regulations, Meeting Minutes, Zone and DidtriCommander
Workshops, Public Relations, Membership, Pensions, Benev(
Applications, Homeless Assistance, Operation Service Degioh
Supplies, amongst other programs and services.

e N S ¢

Please take this time of year to share moments with friends and thatilhave been there for you all year! To
those service men and womemho are away from home and famiiyplease keep them in yotloughts and
prayers as they protect the freedoms we enjoy. To all a very Merry Christmas! May the New Year, 2020 he
wonderful health, happiness and prosperity in store for you and yours.

Cheers,
Pamela Sweeny

Juanita Kemp, Assistant Director

I wish to thank everyone for the memorable experiences over the past year. i
been fortunate to attend many eventsineclugi t he Li eut enan l';t' i
Reception Nov. 22 with*1Vice-President Derek Moore and his wife Trish i s




The signingof the Memorandum of Understandi | soqnsvooeruen

and presentation to Wounded Warriors Canada ;
a cheque for $300,000 f@peration Service Dog
Pictured: National Program Director Philip Ralpg
President Garry Pond and&outiveDirector Pamela

Sweeny.

. Always enjoy the great felloship at PEC, especially greeting
far away friends. Pamela Sweeney and | with Roy Eaton,
Editor of this newsletter.

Bringing some Chri st ma
who need a little assistance during the holidal,
Thankyou Ladi es 6 Auxiliary
Hel persdo again this ye
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However best of all was having my daughte
Samantha Kemp, home for a visit from Babd

my best friend Linda Klassen able to attend t
Apsley Br. 381 Remembrance Day Service. &

From my family to yours, Merry Christmas an s
Happy New Year. All the best for 2020.

Juanita Kemp

OntarioCommandL adi es 6 Auxiliary Report

Ladie®Auxiliary Senior Elected Officers at Branch # 426, New Market celebratjogousChristmasparty.
Officers left to right 3 Vice-President Kathey Putman, Chairman Breiascon, 1 Vice-President Kathy
Moggy, Immediate Past President Kim Adani$ \dce-President Sharon Crown, President Debbie Olmstead.
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Presently we have 23!
Auxiliaries and 8241
membersWe have donated
over $170,000.00 to the
CharitableFoundation which
includes the Provincial
Bursary Program, as well a
$36,000.00 to other Bursar
programs.

We have also donated ove

$160,000.00 to Veteran
Programs and ove
$420,000.0 to other

community donations We

are pleased to announce th
we hawe donated $1,766,00
to our Branches in Ontaric
Command to help with their
expenses.

The Senior Elected Officers
are pleased to share the
numbers and we are ver
proud of the membersf the
Ladie® Auxiliaries in
Ontario.

We will continue to always
support Veterans, Youth anc
our Branches.

Christmas is a perfect time,
To wish friends far and near,
A very happy Christmas,
And a wonderful New Year,
May your festive day be brighter,
Merrier than the past,
And may the joy you feel this day,
In your heart will always last.

Merry Christmas and Prosperous New Year

On behalf of the Senior Elected Officers,
Qur ®ast Presidents and Zone Commanders

of the

Ladies’ Auxiliary Ontario Provincial Command

President

Debbie Olnstead

2™ Vice President

Sharon Crown

Prov. Sports Chairman
Kelly Scott

Imm. Past President
Kim Adams

3 Vice President
Kathey Putman

Past Provincial Presidents °
Maxine Gowdey, Jean Hadlow,
Barb Brown, Judy Stinson,
Joan Fenech, Barbara Maclssac,
Lorraine Johnson, Debra Stanton
And all the

Kathy Moggy

Chairman

Brenda Deacon

Secretary/Treasurer
Gloria Orland

1t Vice President
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Pam Davidson,Provincial Bursary Chairman6 Report

From our meeting in Jungve believed that we would see an increase in Burgapjications this year due to
OSAP funding changes. As of December, we have received 85 complete appliEatopslistrict has submitted
applications.

We are accepting 2019/2020 academic y{, . &
applcations. Provincial Headquarters has receive}
We keep our

few outdated applicatioris2018, 2010 and even onf mminies
from 1999. Branches are askedvtease destroy alf S

| des communautés

applications that are not dated January 2019. solides

District E organized three open houses to promote|
Bursary program. On October,3Q the Aurora High
School, November 16, at Georgian College in Ba
and November 19, 2019 the Keswick High Scho
We have attended the open house in Keswick
previous years and were happily asked to return.
Thank you,

Pictured:District E Bursary Chairman Betty Sthi
and District E Commander Crystal Cook at the Keswick High

Deputy District E Commander Rick Preston and his wife §
Preston assietl with the Bursary program at Aurora Hig
School

A few Branch Busary applications have been sent i

Provincial Headuarters unfortunately, some of the
applications had no Branch name or address attached sg
cannot be returned to the correct Branch. Please let Provi - Sy, ¥
Command know if your Branch gives out lBary awards.
This will help us to keep track of wh® applying, and we will
be able to contact the correct Branch if needed.

Please allow me to thank our dedicated Provincial Burg
team members: Charitable Foundation President Marg E
3rd Vice President Ladies Auxiliary Kathey Putmadbistrict
A Cathy Lanman, District B Jackie Ralston, District C Don Young, District D John Dufort, District E Betty Smith,
District F Sandra Beattie, District G Sharron Murray, District H Alex Lammle, Districtafibe Denault,

Finally, to the Provincial Headqrtars staff, and the Bursary secretary Jen Leclair Thank You for the work you
do on these programs.

In comradeship
Pam Davidson
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Marg Emery, President, The Royal Canadian Legion Ontario CommandBr anches and Ladi
Charitable Foundation

Comrades,

Well this is our second newsletter of this term so | will jump right into what
committee has been doing. First item of business for this term was to cre
Welcome Letter for new Directors of the CF committee to help them define
dutiesand respnsibilities. The letter includes everything from where to fi
information to how and why we meet, when we meet and what meetings the
expected to attend. The letter also explains the importance of this committe
how to get brochures anchore infamation. It explains how important ou
Committee feels about transparency and confidentially. New Directors are
to contact me or the Committee Secretary Aida Kostuck with any questions

As you may know, there has been an issue regatulimigitions on the use of
poppy funds as they relate to a Hospice. The Charitable Foundation receives
applications from hospices every year. While some hospitals have their
Ahospiceo facilities or pall i a-profiv

care facilities. The Foundation has always been treating these hospices as

hospitals and awarding them funds for medical equipment. For the fiscal
20182019, the total donations received were $874,874.36. 66% of the donatiores @j'rahtdnle Foundation and

Bursary came from the Branch Poppy Funds, 23% can
individuals. With this information you can see that 34% of donations come from other than poppy funds, so donatic
from CF tohospiceasr e wel | within the Aotherd funds and ther

donate.An _important remindethat when branches make the cheque presentations on behalf of the Charitabl
Foundation please ensure that you always dehhe LaiedAuxiliary andbe sure to mention that the donations go
to help Veterans and the community at large.

The Legion is supporting so many more areas where
much money to go aroursdd we uderstand decisions can be hard. CF only asks that you think of the help CF can b
to the community and donate when you can. The donations below are all under the CF umbrella but are kept sep:
and apart within the Foundation. For the 2@D89 fiscalyear, the Veterans Comfort Fund received total donations
of $120,223.00 and interest of $16,867.69 and the Joe Sweeney Fund (a.k.a. Leave the Streets Behind / Hom
Veterans Program) received total donations of $48,274.30 plus interest 05.$5,0 itario Command is also
receiving donations from the LA and Branches for t
a partnership with Wounded Warriors Canada (WWC) which totalled $10,353.69. | mention all these programs to y
as undeour CF umbrella, registered receipts can be issued for donations received from the public or corporations
any of these programs. | am so very excited to be a part of this exceptional program. It is one more reason why
Royal Canadian Legiois such aemarkable organization and community benefactor.

Special thanks to the Lad@Auxiliaries not only for their donations but for their leadership at committee level and
being great partners. As always thanks to the branches, zones and tstites donationsWithout all of you there
would be no Charitable Foundation. Thanks to all our staff at Provincial Headquarters.

Wishing you all a very Merry Christmas and Happy New Year with sincere best wishes for an enjoyable and heal
holiday ®ason filed with family, fun and faith and a wonderful year ahead.

Respectfully submitted,
Marg Emery
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Jack Porter, Provincial Honours and Awards Chairman

Your Honours and Awards Committee has been quite busy over the
months that commenced inayl 2019. As of writing this report in earl
December the committee has processed a total of 79 applications.
Life Membershig 61 applications with 40 being approved.
Meritorious Service Medal 7 applications with 4 being approved by t
committee.

PalmLea to the Meritorious Service Medal2 with 1 being approved.
Meritorious Service Award to the Ladies Auxiliatyand was approved.
Media Awardi 1 and was approved.
Friendship Awards7 with all being approved.

Comrades, this committee would likeexplain the majority of reasons a
to why some applications received are rejected. Please note that in &
all cases your committee has no personal knowledge of applic
Therefore, the applications and citations received must be received wi
standards laid out by Royal Canadian Legionlaws.

Lack of date span on citations and or lack of outstanding service is the majority of rejections of applications. Branct
Zones or Districts, should carefully review all the required information prisuldanitting applications to Ontario
Command. To find the required information go to the Ontario Command website, Forms & MaHaasurs and
Awardsi Guidelines for Honours and AwardsSample of a citatiorPlease d your homework and hopefully more
awaus will succeed?

Yours incomradeship,
Jack Porter

Robyn Zettler, Provincial Leadership Development Chairman

Greetingscomrades from your Leadership Development team. It has be
productive six months into the term. Seminars/workshops have allessty
presented either by your District or Zone LD Chairmen on various topics and
comments, they were well received. Always working on ways to improve
attendance.

We still need input from you, the member, as to what areas of training tha
fed you could most benefit from. Each branch is unique in tr
strengths/weaknesses, sthere possiblewe would like to tailor a program foi
you. Would you like it held at your branch or your zone? All you need to ¢
contact your Zone LD Chairman who turn will share your ideas/suggestio
with the District.

One of our winter projects is to explore other options for creating workshops/seminars and bringing them to t
branches. The committee is planning a video conference for the New Year to disdussre plans for going forward.

On behalf of my husband Ken, we wish you a Merry Christmas, Happy New Year and safe/healthy winter.

Yours incomradeship,
Robyn Zettler
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Provincial Membership Chairmands Report

Provincial Membership standas of Dec. 11", 2019, at 95,002 paidp
memberat 95. 81%. down 4,151 from |
This gives Ontario Commandplace in the 10 team Dominion Membersh ;
League, with PEI leading the way followed by BC/Yukon right behind, tl g
Ontario. b e

Next year, | predict we will have 100% or better, we can do this. 1
member for every 22 we have now, yes that's all. We have the tools we.
the strategies, now all we need is the implementation, unfortunately
appears to be the sturmy block between failure and success. We can f
the talk but if we can't walk the walk it all becomes quite pointless........ N
have faith, | firmly believe we have turned the corner. Our losses are ge
smaller and smaller each year and | thirdwwill start to show an increase, n|
matter how small but an increages | said earligrl think we will achieve in |
this Province a 100% by Dec.32020. %

Some figures as of Dec. "1,12019:

Dist. A 12,496 [12,910] 96.79% A&nches@®100% or better.
Dist. B 17,308 [18,317] 94.49% branches@®100% or better.
Dist. C 12,697 [13,052] 97.28% dranches@®100% or better.
Dist. D 5,133 [5,466] 93.91% biainches@®100% or better.
Dist.t E  9,57%9,924] 96.48% Ifranches@®100% or better.
Dist. F 16,373 [17,075] 95.89% dranches@®100% or better.
Dist. G 14,135 [14,778] 95.65% branched @100% or better.
Distt H 5,173 [5,339] 96.89% Wranches@100% or better.
Dist. K 2,059 [2,158] 95.41% b&nches@®100% or better
You wi |l have noticed | said fAwed a number of
responsibility?o.

Good luck, and good hunting.
A Very Merry Xmas and a Happy and Prosperous 2020 to ALL.

Derek & Trish Moore
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Carolyn McCaul, Provincial Public Relations Chairman,
Military Service Recognition Book Coordinator (Districts A,D,G,H,K)

Hello Comrades

One matter | am going tommentonis he Br anch Surveyé
branches ar e fRecotdihgfChdrt bfynfotmatiomfar Answeses to |
Future Branch Survey Questions 2a2A®® (i nf or mat i on r e
2019 to May 31, 2020). The use of this chart nsdkeasierda answer the
guestions on the next Branch Survey form that will be sent to all Branches in
new year approximately end of March or first of April. The deadline for the
upcoming Branch Survey will be June 30, 2020. With the change of ddiasd
the suvey completed we are hoping that the current Branch executive will do
completion of the survey form with their own information that is required. If yo
are using the above mentioned recording chart, then it will be extremely easy
compkte the nexBranch survey; you just need to total the columns and then fit
the information into the appropriate questions on the survey form. . Remembe
the information gathered from the Branch Survey is used to update our Fact £ ’
Comrades, | hpe thatyouan hel p us with this task, so that we <can
and memberdés hard work that you do in support of our

At our PEC meeting in November last month two
presentations were received by oun\ncial Pregent
Comrade Garry Pond. The first being by Programmed
Insurance Brokers; each year PIB donates to Ontario
Commandodés Track and Field |

€\‘; e S $24,100 was presentég Bruce Burham (PIB
AT ovember 1
NG November 16,2019 Insurance owner).

PAY 1O THI

ORDIR Of 6 ,;mmand $24I1 00-00

IHEsivor - Twenty Four Thousand and One Hundred

XX DOLLARS S

o= __lYouthTrack&Field __  .ppq.,pqp:519:669:1631

The second was by Roaml Recovery wih the event Ruck 2
Remember. This year the Ru
over their four day journeyrhil Owen (left) and Lino Di

Julio (right) presented President Garry with a chequefat
$51,524.16he group raisetbr our Homelss Veterans
program fiOperati on: Leave t
both PIB and R2R for their continued support of our Veterg
and Youth.
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Comrades, | am not going to bore you with the many ways that we all can do to promote this great orgainizaspn
butonl y tpleaseskagp the Communication lines open and please keep it positive!

From John and |, we wish everyone a Merry Christmas, a very special time with your families and friends. All the best t
you for a healthy and prosperous NewaY,eand pleashave Safe Travels!

Yours incomradeship,

Carolyn McCaul

Walter Stevens, Provincial Sports Chairman

The new 2020 Provincial Sports year starts in March, please see the O | '\«
Command site for the new Sports calendar and the new Sports M"g A% °
(Novemter 2019). \

The Provincial Sports meeting was held on Septembér ZBL9 and alll 9 ‘
Dlstrlct Sports Chairmn were |n attendance along with a number of DepuL

well in their futureterm.

We had a full agenda for discussion and it was nice to have everyone incl
our new Chairmen voe their opinions with the issues at hand, we had a
productive meeting.

No Shows were an issue this year at events which in a number of casek
out to be mi scommuni cati on with
Hopefully this will not be ansisue in the new year.

ayer s, BT anc

Darts, Senior Darts, Mixed Darts, Cribbage and Euchre are going strong. Washer Toss and Youth Darts see
have a growing intest each year. Horseshoes and Shuffleboard are up and down as they always seem to d
the same core grpu8 Ball and Golf remain steady and Snooker seems to be lagging.

On May P- 4™ 2020 Br.60 Burlington (Dist. B) will be hosting the Dominion Dattsish them success and
hope all runs smoothly for them.

| wish everyone all the best in the year ahea

Sincerely S - Social skills
Walter Stevens ' P-Physical fitness
0 - Obedience

R - Resourcefulness
T - Teamwork
5 - 5tress tolerance
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John Crook, Track & Field Committee Chairman

Comrades all

I would like to Thank Comrade Garry for asking toestay on as your Track
& Field Chair and to thank again The Headquarters Staff Comrades
Sweenyand Juanita Kemp for their assistance this year.
T&F Activities 2019

Summer Meet Brampton July 2019

On 12th & 13th July District B Hosted the Provincial @dén Brampton,
hosted by Brampton Track & Field Club. We had approx. 370 athletes a
and compete in 794 events on a beautiful sunny weekend, and from
number we select 4&@hletes to attend Nationals as Team Ontario. | wo
like to thank Comrad&iryn Crook again for hosting the meet. The me
ran well right up until the end of the lastent when the heavens opened
and soaked alvho were still there. i |
In thecommittee meeting after we selected the team to represent Tea
Cape Bretonwe decided to change the selection criteria to be selectiv
inclusive at the same time to automaticédok at 2% place winners as well .
This proved to work well for the first attempt at this new procedure and"
conferencecall in Oct, we amended i little more too provide a stronger Team O for the future.

National Championships Cape Breton Aug 8 -12h 2019
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The National meet this year was held in Cape Breton NS. Thisorgathaperones Comrades Caroline Mayo
(District A) Comrade Dianne HodgéDistrict B) Comrade Rich Gelder (District B) and Dr Chad Carter
(Physio therapist) District D all did a great job helping, supporting, and encouragaiblétes.

We had great mailts in Brandomwvinning 49 medalsA few National and Meet records wdymken, and many
athletesaccomplished a personal best

\\ , |

Our coache& -R Dian Hodges, Dr Chad Carter, Head Coach Laura Sivers, Coach Randy Mcdougall, Coach E
Omene, Head Clparone Caroline Mayo and finally Rich Gelddrey all did great jobs with theldétes even
though individual coaches sometimes made this difficult for tidhChaperones and Coacheseptcoach
Laura have confirmed for next year already.

The meet in @pe Breton was outstanding for the athletiewill be hard for other venues lay something this
good on for the athletes in the future. However, from an organizational appréseltthat Dominion
Commands handing t@ much of oumprogram over to Atletics Canadarhis feeling is felt by other Provincial
Reps as well and hasdrecommunicated to them.

Examples areHiding all the Legiormembers that were there from telience on Opening Ceremonies,
Allowing Open athletes to lead in the Legion Rraot the legion Teams and a few other areas of concern
again communicated todbninion Commandia comrade President Garry.

LadiesbAuxiliary Executive meeting Sept 28th 2019

| received over the summer an invitation to speak td #the®Auxiliary Executive about the Track & Field
Program and answer any questions they had. bpedpmyself to explain the program from Zone level up to
Nationals and how each level is funded avhat the challenges we were having at this time.

At the end of my overview had very few questions from thadies so | guess | must have covered eviergth
they wanted to hear. | was the presented with an addittheglue for $2500.00 for therackand Field

Program Ladies we cannot thank you enough for what you do for us both here and at the local level for this
programTHANK YOU.

Conference Call Oct23d

This was a brief call to get everyone ramped up for the new year and to get ahead ohihg fda District
meets and to welcome 2 new members to the t€amrade Paul Glass District E and Comrade Steve Bell
District F

Future Track Meets

SummerTrack meeHamilton July 3 & 4™ Hosted by Hamilton Olympic Club
Nationals 202(GBydney, NS 6tfi 12th Aug.

Cape Breton Universityl 250 Grand Lake RdSydney, Nova Scotia
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My committee members are.

District AT Mark RogersDistrict BT Kiryn Jcrook District Ci Crystal Taylor
District DT Dan Burri District ET Paul GlasgDistrict Fi Steve Bell District
G Laura SiversDistrict Hi Chris PetersDistrict K1 BobbiJean Dacosta

In closing the athletes of the province and | would like to #thh&@omrades L H
Juanita and Panthe Ladie® Auxiliary for ther kind donations PIB/Home eg'on

Hardware and you the legion members for the support given to them throu 41 years
the Provincial and National Track & Field meets. WW

Comradesfrom my family to you and yours weish you aMerry Christmasiad prosperousew yeatr.

John Crook

Dave Gordon, Veterans Services Chairman and Seniors, Homeless Veterans Committee Chairman

Veteran ID cards are now available and can be applied for by going t
VAC website. We have ieomed Comrade DarreReid to the VSS
Committee. Darren is the Ontario Rep for the BSO/OSI Section.

Treat our Veterans with respect and THANK them for their Service
to our country.

Operation: Leavethe Streets Behind

The Homeless Veterans program couaés to grow and as dfovember
30, 2019, we have assisted 820 Homeless Veterans in 161 towsises)
and | note of those assisted 87 wimale Veterans. With the generot
donations from our Branches, Ladiésuxiliary and outside donors we
have dislbirsed over $ 2.4 miltin dollars. Your donations have allowed fi
the purchase of Apartment Kits, provitlé i r st and | a
Dental work, furniture and gift cards for food, to name only a few items.

OO N

Affordable Housing is in demand throughohe tprovince and thisian item we need to be conscious of as we
seek accommodation for our Homeless Veterans. Rents are high in all areas thus the need to put forwarc
Homeless program to the public.

| am also the OC rep for Sunnybrook Hospital agcentlyattended the Residents Council meeting November
18. The President of the Council reported that 35 Veterans assisted in the Poppy Campaign manning locat
throughout Sunnybrook doing 1.5 hour shifts. The youngest was 78 years of age and tl©2)dests of age

and they hoped to raise over $ 10,000.

Dawn and Wwish you and your families a very Merry Christmas and a very Happy, Healthy and Prosperous Ne
Year.

In comradeship
Dave Gordon
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Erl Kish Provincial Vice -Chairman, Veteran ServicesSaniors Homeless Veterans Committee

Comradesll.

As | have reported to the VSSHY@Il information received in
relation to available senidiprograms and benefits has be
distributed either by committee or all branch email. This allows
branchesd decide which path to follow to fulfill the requirement
their particular area. Our focus should be on ensuring all senior
receiving the care they so rightly deserve in their declining year
we should direct our focus on improving the Long TeDare
system within our Province which has a direct impact on the wel
of our veterans waiting in the wings for beds. This suggestion
accepted.

We are all aware that the current system does not include priSs ‘
for our newer veterans serving aftety 27", 19530r t hose with fACanada Ser vi
have attempted to rectify this problem through the resolution process, started with our convention in May. Ti
resolution preceded a series of letters to the Minister of Health,réh@ep of Ontario and Veteran Affairs
Canada, all of whom to some degree acknowledged receiving our concerns.

VAC acknowledgment resulted in a meeting at command office with two ADMs and a Director G&heral.
meeting was cordial and informativihey listened attentively to oysresentationbut my feeling is little will
happen. When the term PAB was used during my presentation the ADM admitted that it was not a familiar te
with him and that contract beds was his terminology. This was easily undeasttduws ADM had only been in

the job five years, so the original term PAB would be unfamiliar. To date this subject meeting has not produc
results as even the follow up by me to the the ADM s assistant has not received acknowledgment.

We are now conceérating on the Provincial Ministers who hold varying degrees of responsibilities for the healtf
of our veterans and all seniors with letters being sent October 18th to the following Ministers, detailing o
concerns, requesting action and a meeting. Tlettees were copied to the VSSHV committee.

Hon. Christine Elliot MPP Deputy Premier and Minister of Health
Hon. Dr Merrilee Fullerton MPP Minister for Long Term Care and
Hon. Raymond Cho MPP. Minister for Seniors

Acknowledgment received from all withraeeting being accepted from the Minister of Long Term Care. Date
yet to be confirmed

|l will also bring to your attention that a | etter
Institute, was submitted on your behstiiting ourbelief that a veteran is a veteran regardless of where or when
they served. It is hoped this article which shou

Veterano
Finally, | would like to wish all a very Merry Christmasd a happgnd prosperous new year.

Erl Kish
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District A Commander Mark Rogers

Comrades:

On behalf of the 57 branches of District A and my deputy Caroline
and LadieSAuxiliaries, | bring greetings and warm wishes to everyone
has been a fruitful angusy 7 months since our convention in Niagara F3
A lot of hard work has happenaad continues on a daily basis in Distri
A. Building relationships with the other district commanders has prove
be an excellent tool and learning experience.

Thisterm, we are putting a greater effort on branch and officer training.
District Leadership chairman has been tasked with several topics to ¢
training and has involved her zone counterparts as well as the zon
deputy zone commanders.

Br 255 Rwerside in Zone Al recently started an "Operation Vet Builg
program and we hope thé&ave set the standard for our district and are 4
to engage andncouragereteransvho would like to participate.

My motto for this term is "Working together”. | haeacouraged all the branches and zones to work together
amongst themselves and to@alinate with our wonderful partner, the Ladi@sixiliary. We can all succeed if
we work together and continue to support weterans and their dependents.

All the beg in 2020 from District A
Yoursin comradeship,
Mark Rogers

About Mark

He was thelst grandchild approved for associate membership in Br 185 Blenheim in 1992. Is currently a lif
member of Br 243 Ridgetown. Was elected Zon8 éhairman in 2003, depugone commander in 2005 and
zone commander in 200Me was appointed District Aeasurer in 2009 and was reappointed 3 more terms until
being elected deputy district commander in 2017.

Was appointed District A track and field chairman in 2017 and comstittugerve that rewarding chair.
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District B Commander Diane Condon.

1963.

For most of my lifel lived in the Hamilton, Stoney Creek area, wher s
met and married my hband. We hdtwo boys, both of whom have give
me 4 grandchildren. All of them are doing well in life. Both my sons pl
hockey for the Legion Ladies in Stoney Creek and | was tusélLeague
convenor. Well, they knew that | had 8 years service in ey rior to
my marriage, and nothing would do but I had to join the local Legion. |
honestly say | have never regretted doing that.

My Legion life now spans 34 years, and duttingt time | can honestly sa
that | have done just about everything @ag do for the Legion. After
moving to Niagara Falls, | transferred to Branch 51 and then to Brx
4789, where | have been a member ever since. | have served d
executive for ovel0 years, and for 10 years | was the Branch Presio
From there ont@one as Deputy for two years, Commander for two ye
District B Deputy for two years and now District Commander. What
could one ask for?

| was honoured to receive my Life Meership and SM from Branch 479, and recently was doubly honoured to
be presented with the Sovereigns Medal.

With what little time | have left over, | like to read, socialize with friends, and relax in general.
In comradeship and service

Diane Condon

District C Commander Eric Ross

From the tip of the Bruce Peninsula at Tobermory, down to Exeter the
of the white squirrel. Through the KW/ Cambridge area over to Guelp
birthplace of John McCrae, angp to the military base in Meaford.

The 50 Banches and their membershthe District and Zone officers
would like to wish the rest of our Ontario Comrades and their familig
very Merry Christmas, and healthy and prosperous New Year as
welcome in 2020.

Yours in Comradeship
Eric Ross
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District D Commander Gerry Morgan

Greetingscomrades, on behalf of the District D Council and our
Branches, we would like to wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a H
Holiday Season, along with a Prosperous New Year, We have
involved with so much whin our District D Branches, in Torontbere is
about 15 Remembrance services, that our Legion Branches participd
and they are all within a 7 day time span. All of our Branches are rou
45 minutes or so apart, if traffic is -operating, and nmy have regular
events and entertainmentagable to all.

The District D "Bill Tanner" fund is a project where we ensure that e
Veteran in Sunnybrook, Tony Stacey, and Finchurst Homes, receives
from Santalt is an absolute honour and a jayparticipate and see all th
happy facesengaging in the Christmas spirit. District D has taken a fr
approach, by embracing some new members to the District Council,
the hopes of inspiring our members to assume responsibilities at all |
of our great organization. As we all belongatgolunteerganizationwe
need to promote that assistance is always required and that a little or a lot of hellpggesay. We, like others
have our problems and challenges, and discovering the soligiafizhat we of those, who have stood toe

roles of responsibility, can attempt to achieve. | would like to express how great that this experience as Disti
Commander has been thus far, working with everyone has created so many new friendskigsuttadirfor

your Comradeship.

As a professional volunteer, starting at 9 years old delivering our neighborhood newegldy, to becoming a

Boy Scout Leader, and a Hockey referee at a non profit hockey organization, and thenGkoeglogy |
discovered the Royal Canadigegion, | was born and raised in Toronto, and have been with Kelly, my wife for
28 years We have 4 children, Gerica, Jamie, Jenna, and Justin, What | discovered through genealogy was
my Grandfather a BESL ma&ber, and Canadian WWII Vet, loved the iagfor thecomradery that came with

it, and the opportunity to be with those who had lived similar lives as he. Immigrating from Northern Ireland, ar
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