		Keep your Branch informed




		




		Forward this email to your Branch Executives, Committee Members and other members to keep them up-to-date on important updates and information.

	All Branch emails are also available on the Member Services Website




		In this edition – May 2021




						>
	The Dominion Convention Call is out now

	>
	Dominion Executive Council meeting minutes

	>
	Member renewal campaigns

	>
	VAC funding has been distributed











 
				>
	The Legion response to federal budget 2021

	>
	By-Law and Manual updates

	>
	Runs and Marches for members

	>
	Messages from our partners
















		[bookmark: m_1805980296490768854_takesurvey]Take the five‑second survey

	Is your Branch open for business? Almost a quarter of Legion Branches that responded to last month’s survey are open in some capacity, whether it’s by appointment or business as usual. Take this single-question, multiple choice survey to let us know if your Branch is currently open to members and the public.

	If you responded previously, please take the survey again so we can see how Branches are doing each month.

				ANSWER THE SURVEY













	

		[bookmark: m_1805980296490768854_one]Join your Comrades at Dominion Convention 2021!

	The Legion’s 48th Dominion Convention will be held online August 13–15, 2021.

	The Convention Call was mailed to every Branch the week of May 3rd. It includes everything you need to know to help with your planning. The Convention Call and additional Convention information are also available online.

	Learn more  ‣




	

		[bookmark: m_1805980296490768854_two]Dominion Executive Council meeting

	The Dominion Executive Council minutes from the April 24–25 meeting are now available. Minutes from all meetings can be accessed on the Member Services Website under Branch and Command Resources / Dominion Executive Council.

	View DEC minutes  ‣




	

		[bookmark: m_1805980296490768854_three]Reaching out to lapsed members in May

	Legion National Headquarters will be reaching out to lapsed members this May through, email reminders, a Direct Mail campaign and an Automated Telemarketing campaign. With many Branches closed due to pandemic restrictions, this offers another opportunity to reach out to our members to encourage them to continue their support.

	Remind your members to renew

	When members renew for the next 5 years before May 30, they’ll receive a free Limited Edition Poppy Watch commemorating the 100th anniversary of the Remembrance Poppy in Canada.




	

		[bookmark: m_1805980296490768854_four]Remaining funding from the Veterans Affairs Canada federal aid package distributed

	The remaining $3.8M in funding from the Veterans Affairs Canada federal aid package have now been distributed to Branches. In total, $14M in funding was disbursed to assist Branches struggling to operate due to the pandemic. As a result of this much needed assistance, Legion Branches were able to continue their work to support Veterans and their families.

	Read more  ‣




	

		[bookmark: m_1805980296490768854_five]The Royal Canadian Legion responds to federal budget 2021

	The Royal Canadian Legion is pleased to see this year’s budget not only contains a critical focus on pandemic support and recovery, but also outlines a range of investments that will prove beneficial to Veterans and their families. Take a look at how the Government of Canada has committed to supporting Veterans this year.

	Read more  ‣




	

		[bookmark: m_1805980296490768854_six]Recent Manual Updates

	The Legion’s General By-Laws and Ritual, Awards and Protocol manual have been updated. Please see the recent amendments to the following manuals and update your copies.




				General Bylaws:

	Amendments  ‣  |  Updated manual  ‣





 
		Ritual, Awards and Protocol Manual:

	Amendments  ‣  |  Updated manual  ‣










	

		[bookmark: m_1805980296490768854_seven]Support the Navy Bike Run and Canada Army Run

	The Royal Canadian Legion is proud to sponsor the Navy Bike Ride’s Harry DeWolf Challenge – a virtual event that supports the Royal Canadian Naval Benevolent Fund and Support our Troops. The Ride runs from June 2 through August 28, 2021. Registration is FREE and Legion members and their families can sign up to join the ‘The Royal Canadian Legion’ team!

	The Legion is also a proud sponsor of Canada Army Run. Members can get a 15% discount on their Army Run registration by signing up with promo code LEGIONFRIENDS. Participants can also submit a Veteran to be honoured through Remembrance Row, a unique tribute to past Veterans. Learn more here.




	

		Flying Over Polder Lines

	Have you watched the recent Dutch documentary about the 2008 salvage of a WWII Short Stirling aircraft? Check it out for yourself and share with your members!

	Read the story  ‣




	

		Branch Membership Administration

	Resources and tips to support your Membership Chair




		[bookmark: m_1805980296490768854_legemail]+ 2022 Renewal Stickers coming in August

	2022 Member renewal stickers will be delivered to Branches during the last week of August for all members that are renewed for 2021 by July 31, 2021. Please ensure your renewals are up to date to ensure your members receive their 2022 stickers.




		+ Verify and welcome new members at your Branch

	85% of new members joining online are selecting a local Branch to join! Branches are encouraged to reach out to new member applicants within 30 days of their application to let them know the process for their application or, if approved, welcome them to the Branch.

	The Membership Committee’s recommended 30-day application review period is a suggested timeline to ensure our organization is maintaining strong customer service practices for new members wishing to join and support the Legion. If a Branch is unable to meet the suggested 30-day time period for a General Meeting or Executive Committee review of the application, it may still follow its own process to approve/decline a member and the procedure for that continues to follow the communicated policy.

	Be sure to check your Legion.ca email account for notifications of new members or check the New Online Member Report on your Branch profile on the Member Services Website.




		+ Canadians are looking for your Branch address online

	The Legion.ca Branch Locator page is one of our top pages visited throughout the year. Canadians are looking for your Branch address online. Please ensure your physical branch address is up to date on the Branch locator.

	Look up your Branch

	If your Branch mailing address is different than your physical address, or if other information needs to be updated, please inform Member Services at membership@legion.ca so we can update our website.




		We are here to help!

	Our team is here to help, Monday through Friday, 8:30–4:00 pm EST by email and by phone.




		Get access to Marketing and PR resources




		Marketing Resources




		It’s time for members to renew

	Find a wide variety of recruitment and renewal resources on the Member Services Website, as well as free materials through the Legion Supply Department.

	View resources  ‣




		

	PR Tip of the Month

	Start a newsletter

	Consider creating an online newsletter for your Branch. Take a look at other examples across the country for ideas. It could be weekly, monthly or on some other schedule. It’s a great way to share a lot of information with your members all at once!

	Have questions or need advice? Contact your Command Public Relations Officer or Nujma Bond, Dominion Command Communications at nbond@legion.ca




		






