					Keep your Branch informed







			







			Forward this email to your Branch Executives, Committee Members and other members to keep them up-to-date on important updates and information.

	All Branch emails are also available on the Member Services Website







			In this edition

	October 2024







									> 
	Dominion Convention was a success in modernization

	> 
	Share what you love about your Branch

	> 
	Applications for the Pilgrimage of Remembrance

	> 
	Updated application process for MSM, MSA and Palm Leaf

	> 
	Poppy Fund assistance for currently serving CAF members















						> 
	Request a CAF speaker for Veterans’ Week

	> 
	Miscalculation of Disability Pensions Class Action Settlement

	> 
	Learn about the Chronic Pain Centre of Excellence

	> 
	Fall Membership Renewal Campaign

	> 
	Your Legion calendar

	> 
	Messages from affiliated organizations

























	[bookmark: m_-4112972190550225882__one][image: Berkley Lawrence speaking at the Dominion Convention.]

			Meet the new Dominion President

	The Royal Canadian Legion has elected Berkley Lawrence as the new Dominion President during the organization’s 49th Dominion Convention held in Saint John, New Brunswick from August 25-28. “I’m proud of the work our organization has achieved to date, and I look forward to more positive growth as we continue to focus on the needs of our Veterans,” said Lawrence, upon his installation as the new leader. “I’m honoured to be elected.” You can read more in this news article.

	The Convention was a success in modernization. It marked the first time we had on-site electronic voting, allowing for the collection of delegate votes and the announcement of results within minutes. It was the first in-person Convention where the Committee Reports and Resolutions Book was provided to delegates in electronic format, minimizing our environmental footprint and reducing costs. We also introduced the Convention App that was used successfully not only for the electronic voting process, but to provide information on activities, facilities and more to support delegate participation.

	Videos from Convention workshops, guest speakers and the installation ceremony area available for viewing.

	View videos  ‣

	With these successes, we are looking forward to the 2026 Convention in Winnipeg for The Royal Canadian Legion’s 100th anniversary!
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			Tell us what you love about your Legion Branch!

	Legion National Headquarters is inviting all Branches to share videos about your local Legion. Tell us what you love about your Branch so that we can share it to help promote the work you do and encourage Canadians to join.

	There are three topics to choose from:
·     What your Branch does for Veterans
·     What your Branch does for the community
·     What your members love about your Branch

	Make a video about one topic... or make videos on all three!

	Use this QR Code to record your short video.

	[image: QR code.]

	The easy‑to‑use technology will guide you through the simple steps to record, edit and share your story.

	We can’t wait to hear about your Branch, the work you do for Veterans and your community, and the fun and camaraderie your members enjoy.
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			Call for Applications for the Pilgrimage of Remembrance 2025

	The Legion National Foundation is now accepting applications for Legion members to represent their Provincial Command and the Legion in the 2025 Pilgrimage of Remembrance, July 5–19, 2025. Selected individuals will experience and share a once‑in‑a‑lifetime journey visiting the battlegrounds, museums, commemorations, and final resting places of soldiers who fought in and around Normandy, France and Belgium.

	See the attached memo for details. Applications are completed online at, https://lnfcanada.ca/our-work/pilgrimage-of-remembrance/, and must be received by 31 October 2024 for consideration.

	2025 Pilgrimage memo  ‣
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			Application for MSM, MSA and Palm Leaf

	There is an updated approval process and application form for MSM, MSA and Palm Leaf applications.

	View notice of amendment  ‣

	View updated application form  ‣
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			How to handle Poppy Fund assistance to currently serving members of the Canadian Armed Forces

	There are administrative orders and directives set by the Canadian Armed Forces to address currently serving members with financial situations. Poppy Funds may not be granted to a currently serving member without guidance from a SISIP financial counsellor. If a currently serving member applies for financial assistance with you or your Branch, the best course of action is to re‑direct the member to the SISIP financial counsellor on base, the military family resource centre or their local CAF chaplain’s office. Should the financial counsellor on base deem that Poppy Funds would benefit the member, the SISIP counsellor will reach out to the appropriate command office to discuss the case.

	Please ensure the Branch Service Officer and Branch Poppy Fund administrator review the full details in this pdf.
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			Want to hear from CAF members this Veterans’ Week?

	Did you know that the Department of National Defence offers Canadians an opportunity to bring history to life and hear stories of our Veterans as part of the National Veterans’ Week Speakers Program? You can invite a CAF speaker for an in‑person or video presentation during Veterans’ Week, November 5–11.

	Learn more  ‣







	[bookmark: m_-4112972190550225882__seven][image: Two people clasping hands.]

			Miscalculation of Disability Pensions Class Action Settlement

	Earlier this year, Veterans Affairs Canada [VAC] settled a class action lawsuit relating to the miscalculation of disability pension benefits payable between 2003 and 2023 to disabled Canadian Armed Forces and RCMP veterans and their survivors. Living veterans will receive their settlement payments automatically from VAC and consequently there is no action required on their part.

	However, there are a large number of Estates of deceased veterans, family members or survivors of veterans who are eligible to receive a significant payment. On average, claims are worth about $2,500. However, there are 40 people who are eligible for payments over $35,000 and approx. 2,000 for payments over $10,000 

	The entire claims process is being administered by KPMG, who have created a website where claims can be made
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