		Keep your Branch informed




		




		Forward this email to your Branch Executives, Committee Members and other members to keep them up-to-date on important updates and information.

	All Branch emails are also available on the Member Services Website




		In this edition – December 2021




						>
	Take the monthly Branch survey

	>
	The Legion supports awarding Victoria Cross to Afghanistan Veteran

	>
	New Horizons for Seniors Program call for proposals

	>
	Convention presentations, reports and questions

	>
	Updated membership application forms











 
				>
	Promote our Welcome Programs

	>
	The Faces of Groesbeek

	>
	Membership Auto Renew Process is completed for 2022

	>
	Browse the image library for Branches

	>
	Messages from our partners
















		A message from your Dominion President

	Comrades,

	Much like the 2020 before it, 2021 was a year of uncertainty for many of us. Navigating the COVID-19 restrictions and communicating those changes with our members was no easy task, but we persevered.

	I would like to thank all Branches for the hard work you have put in this year. Thanks to you, we were able to continue to serve our communities and support Canada’s Veterans through this trying time.

	On behalf of everyone at the Legion, we wish you all the best this Christmas and hope you have a very Happy New Year.

	Sincerely,
Bruce Julian, Dominion President
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		[bookmark: m_7387890664912294761__one]Take the five‑second survey

	Has your branch opened its doors? Many Branches are now open for business. Take this month’s survey to let us know if your Branch is currently open to members and the public.

	If you responded previously, please take the survey again so we can see how Branches are doing as things start to open.

				ANSWER THE SURVEY













	[bookmark: m_7387890664912294761__two][image: alt_text]

		The Legion supports awarding Victoria Cross to Afghanistan Veteran

	The Royal Canadian Legion supports efforts to award Canadian soldier Private Jess Larochelle the Canadian Victoria Cross. The Victoria Cross is the country’s highest honour for bravery, valour, self-sacrifice and devotion to duty when in the presence of an enemy. Private Larochelle served in Afghanistan and performed selfless acts to save others during an attack by enemy forces in 2006.

	Read more  ‣




	[bookmark: m_7387890664912294761__three][image: alt_text]

		New Horizons for Seniors Program call for proposals

	On November 23, 2021, the Government of Canada launched the New Horizons for Seniors Program (NHSP) 2021 Call for Proposals for community-based projects across Canada. Organizations can now complete and submit project proposals online for applications up to $25,000.

	The objectives of the program are to:
· Promote volunteerism among seniors and other generations;
· Engage seniors in the community through mentoring of others;
· Expand awareness of elder abuse including financial abuse;
· Support social participation and inclusion of seniors; and,
· Provide capital assistance for new and existing community projects and programs for seniors.
The deadline to submit applications is December 21, 2021.

	Learn more and apply  ‣




	[bookmark: m_7387890664912294761__four][image: alt_text]

		Convention presentations, reports and questions

	The 48th Dominion Convention was held virtually for the first time in August 2021. While this year’s format may have been different, our goal remained the same: to make the Legion the best it can be to serve Canada’s Veterans.

	The 2021 Convention report, virtual presentations, and Q&As asked during the online event are now available to view here.




	[bookmark: m_7387890664912294761__five][image: alt_text]

		Updated membership application forms

	There are updated membership application forms now available. Please download and update your forms and order new printed forms through Legion Supply.

	(Item number 800293 – English / 800294 - French)

	Download and update your forms:




				ENGLISH  ‣





 
		FRENCH  ‣










	[bookmark: m_7387890664912294761__six][image: alt_text]

		Promote the Veteran Welcome Program and Family Welcome Program

	As Veterans and their families who are new to the Legion visit your Branch, invite them to join free for one year and get to know the organization! New applicants can register at Dominion Branch 16-016 to process the free 1-year membership. Once registered, the member can ask their local Branch to transfer their membership to the Branch.

	Eligible applicants can fill out an application form online here.

	Print-ready Branch Application Forms also can be downloaded from the Member Services Website.

	Branches can promote the program with this downloadable printable poster.




	[bookmark: m_7387890664912294761__seven][image: alt_text]

		The Faces of Groesbeek

	Faces to Graves organised a photo exhibition, ‘The Faces of Groesbeek’, in honour of the young soldiers who lost their lives in the fight for our freedom and now rest at the Canadian War Graves Cemetery at Groesbeek in The Netherlands. Explore the exhibition in this inspiring and emotional video.

	Watch the video  ‣
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		Branch Membership Administration

	Resources and tips to support your Membership Chair




		[bookmark: m_7387890664912294761__eight]+ Membership Auto Renew Process is completed for 2022

	The Auto Renew Process for 2022 is now complete. If any of your members selected auto renew and are not renewed for 2022, we have been unable to process their credit card on file. We will be notifying these members, but please feel free to contact them directly to collect for the 2022 membership year.

	+ REMINDER: Branch Membership Payments to Dominion Command

	The Dominion Finance Team is streamlining Branch Per Capita Membership Payments to improve efficiencies and reduce growing Branch accounts receivables. It will be eliminating accepting cheques by the end of 2022. As this plan develops with Provincial Commands, we wish to clarify the following:

	Until further notice:
· Memberships processed on the portal can be paid by the Branch using a credit card (preferred method of payment) or by cheque mailed to Dominion Membership.
· All memberships processed manually (not on the portal) can be paid by credit card over the phone or by cheque mailed to Dominion Membership.
· Cheques will be accepted until other options of payment outside of Visa and Mastercard have been explored, tested, implemented and fully communicated (target end of 2022).
· Please do not send membership payments via direct deposit/Electronic Fund Transfer or E-Transfer. We are unable to accept these payments.
· Direct deposit/Electronic Fund Transfer payments are only used to transfer funds from Dominion Command to Branches, NOT for Branches sending funds to Dominion Command.
As we continue to work towards other Branch Membership payment options, we will keep you updated.




		+ Reminder: Digital Membership Card coming soon

	Coming soon, new and returning Legion members will have the choice of the traditional plastic card or an electronic membership card downloadable to a digital wallet. These digital cards will allow the Legion to save time and money producing, mailing and replacing plastic cards. Stay tuned for more details.




		We are here to help!

	Our team is here to help, Monday through Friday 8:30–4:30 pm EST.




		Get access to Marketing and PR resources




		Marketing Resources




		Reach out to lapsed members to renew

	Find a wide variety of recruitment and renewal resources on the Member Services Website, as well as free materials through the Legion Supply Department.

	View resources  ‣

	[bookmark: m_7387890664912294761__nine]Image library for Branches

	Looking for images for your Branch online or print communications? Check out the library of images available for Branch use. Here you’ll find images for Veteran support, Remembrance, Membership and Community support. Legion Branches are welcome to download and use these images as needed.

	Browse the gallery  ‣
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	PR Tip of the Month

	Thank your community

	As the year comes to close, consider writing to a local media outlet to offer thanks and describe what donations and volunteer support has meant for Veterans, their families, and your community at large.

	Have questions or need advice? Contact your Command Public Relations Officer or Nujma Bond, Dominion Command Communications at nbond@legion.ca




		[bookmark: m_7387890664912294761_legioncal]Your Legion calendar

	The 2022 Calendar is now available! Promote important dates and organize activities at your Branch with this list of upcoming days that raise awareness of an issue, commemorate a group or event, or celebrate an important topic.
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