		Keep your Branch informed




		




		Forward this email to your Branch Executives, Committee Members and other members to keep them up-to-date on important updates and information.

	All Branch emails are also available on the Member Services Website




		In this edition – August 2020




						>
	Financial support for Legion Branches

	>
	Coming soon: Online Branch registration

	>
	Bring your lapsed members back

	>
	Join the Legion’s class action lawsuit











 
				>
	Legion National HQ returning to the office

	>
	Dominion Poppy Funds presented to national Veterans organization

	>
	Promote MemberPerks® at your Branch

	>
	Exclusive partner offers
















	

		[bookmark: m_3377917657901852842_branchsup]Financial support for Legion Branches

	Royal Canadian Legion Dominion Command continues to press the federal government for urgent financial relief for Legion Branches struggling due to the pandemic. While we have yet to see any program that all branches are eligible for, we are encouraged by recent communication from government that a new aid package is in the works that will include support for Legions. We will keep Branches updated on any new developments.

	Learn more  ‣




	

		Online Branch Fundraising

	As communicated on March 20, 2020, due to financial struggles relating to the pandemic, Section 129 of the General Bylaws was rescinded until further notice to allow Branches to fundraise online for operational costs.

	For those wishing to set up GoFundMe campaigns, GoFundMe has provided the following information to simplify set up and withdrawal of donations:

	Learn more  ‣




	

		[bookmark: m_3377917657901852842_branchreg]Get ready to welcome new members online

	Starting October 1, 2020, new members will be able to register online directly to a local Legion Branch. If you have questions on how to use the Legion Member Services Website, contact Member Services. We are here to help!




	

		[bookmark: m_3377917657901852842_lapsmem]Bring your lapsed members back

	Updated member renewal letters are now available for Branches! These printed letters include space to provide your Branch contact information and renewal fees. Send them to your members to remind them when it’s time to renew.

	You can order free through the Legion Supply Department or download and print copies.




	

		[bookmark: m_3377917657901852842_actlaw]Reminder: Find out if your Branch qualifies for the Legion’s class action lawsuit

	This June, Lerners LLP has filed a proposed class-action lawsuit on behalf of Legion Branches against Aviva Insurance for denying coverage of lost business income due to COVID-19. This lawsuit applies to all Branches outside of British Columbia – don’t forget to check whether or not your Branch qualifies!

	If you would like to get involved or learn more, please read the FAQ prepared by our legal team to see if your Branch qualifies and how you can participate.

				Read the FAQ  ‣





 
		Read the announcement  ‣













	

		[bookmark: m_3377917657901852842_returnoff]Legion National Headquarters returning to the office

	As Ontario enters Stage 3 of re-opening, Legion Headquarters staff will be gradually returning to the Ottawa office starting in August. During this transition period, staff will alternate working in the office and working from home.

	As the COVID-19 situation continues to evolve, Provinces and Territories are beginning to reopen. Be sure to let your Provincial Command know your Branch status and plans. The latest Legion national updates are available online at Legion.ca/covid-19.




	

		[bookmark: m_3377917657901852842_popdom]Dominion Poppy Funds presented to national Veterans organizations

	The Dominion Executive Committee approved the disbursement of $225,000 from the Dominion Poppy Trust Fund to three organizations in 2020, providing funding for national initiatives that support Veterans and their families.

	Learn more  ‣




	

		[bookmark: m_3377917657901852842_brancmemb]Branch Membership Administration

	Resources and tips to support your Membership Chair

	We are here to help!

	The Member Services Department continues to serve Branches and members, Monday through Friday, 8:30–4:00 pm EST by email and by phone.

	[bookmark: m_3377917657901852842_renewalsticks]2021 Renewal Stickers

	The 2021 membership card renewal stickers will arrive at Branches the week of August 24.

	2021 Per Capita rates

	There are no changes to 2021 per capita tax rates. The 2021 rates are effective September 1, 2020 and are available on the membership website.

	Keep your members connected

	The COVID-19 crisis has made it clear that times are changing. Online information and services have become more important. Are you and your members receiving the monthly members newsletter? Make sure your members’ emails addresses are on their member profile, or email them to us.

	[bookmark: m_3377917657901852842_directdep]Sign up for Direct Deposits from Legion National Headquarters

	Sign up to receive Branch payments from Legion National Headquarters through direct deposit to your bank account by completing the attached Direct Deposit Form. No more bank runs or waiting for your cheque to arrive! Simply download and complete the form and email it to DirectDeposit@legion.ca.

	For questions, please contact Tiffany Patterson at the Legion National Headquarters Finance Department by calling 613-591-3335 ext. 262.




		Get access to Marketing and PR resources




	

		[bookmark: m_3377917657901852842_membperk]Promote MemberPerks®

	The Legion’s new MemberPerks® program is a great way to attract new members and offer current members huge savings and deals! Make sure you’re promoting the program at your Branch to help Legions members save $1000s a year!

	Plus, you can offer your members even more value by inviting local retailers, services and restaurants in your area to participate.




		

	PR Tip of the Month

	Online Q&A resource

	The Legion.ca website now has a national Question & Answer section. Feel free to refer people there for general questions about the Legion, and consider creating a local version if your Branch has a member website.

	Learn more  ‣

	Have questions or need advice? Contact your Command Public Relations Officer or Nujma Bond,






